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ACCREDITATION 101 



 



PRE-ACCREDITATION REVIEW – Free for PPOC Members 
 
The Pre-Accreditation Review process involves anonymously submitting 15 images to 
a panel of judges to help you select the best images and estimate the possibility of 
success in an actual accreditation submission.  
 
During the review process judges rate each 
image on the possibility of being accepted 
for an Accreditation and give limited 
comments on how to improve it. You are 
also able to arrange time with a consulting 
judge for a summary of the ratings and 
comments in the report. You will receive a 
clear, honest evaluation of your images and 
opinions on how to improve the images you 
have or suggestions for what to shoot to 
improve your submission. First, decide 
which category you want to submit images 
for and then select 15 of your strongest 

images. Prepare them as you would for 
competition. Matting the image is not 
necessary for the Pre-Accreditation Review 
but is encouraged. The purpose here is to 
help select and qualify images, not judge 
them as a final presentation. Each image 
will be evaluated individually. Please be 
sure your submission has the required 
variety to qualify for the Accreditation 
category chosen. These images are 
presented to the judges via an internet 
based survey and must fit within the 
specific parameters. 

 
Once you have made your collection, create duplicates to the specifications below. Be sure to retain 
your high-resolution files for future use. The Pre Accreditation Review digital files shall be: 
• Sized to no larger than 1200 pixels wide and 800 pixels high 
• Note: vertical images will be only 800 pixels high as they are viewed on a horizontal display 
• Saved to approximately #8 (of 12) or 70% compression JPEG 
• Adobe RGB1998, sRGB or ProPhoto profile 
• Named in a two digit sequence as 01.jpg, 02.jpg…. 15.jpg 
• Compile the 15 images into a zip file (only) 
• Zip file is named:  Maker Category# CategoryName.zip ( Jones 01 Advertising.zip) 
Category names and numbers are listed on the category page of the PPOC website 
http://www.ppoc.ca/en/membership/accreditation-categories  
 
Email your review submission to your regional group listed 
below. Include your contact information.   

ABreview@ppoc.ca                Alberta 

BCreview@ppoc.ca                British Columbia   
ONreview@ppoc.ca                Ontario                         

SKMBATreview@ppoc.ca      All other English reviews 
EvaluationsQC@ppoc.ca        All French Reviews 
• Service is available all year long – submit as often as you like 
• Do not wait for the last minute 
• Reviews take up to 2 weeks to complete 
• Late reviews may not have time to be completed 
• Partial submissions are accepted for accreditation resubmissions 

2017 Accreditation 
Deadlines 

 
February 6, 2017 

 
April 3, 2017 

 
July 10, 2017 

 
October 2, 2017 



There are many reasons listed in 

the General Submissions PDF 

document, which can be found on the 

PPOC website in the members section, 

under accreditations.  

 The document addresses 

several common factors such as 

images that are too light, not sharp, 

posed with one fl ash on camera, 
or the photo is not retouched or is 

unfi nished. There are more but please 
read the document for further insight 

at your leisure. Here are some other 

common factors that may result in an 

unaccepted submission.

# 1
READ THE CATEGORY 
REQUIREMENTS
Let’s take Category 27 Family Portraits 

as an example. It states:

 “Ten images of ten diff erent 
families showing ten diff erent 
poses from ten diff erent sessions in 
ten diff erent locations. Must have 
variety in the submission to show the 

photographer’s creative and technical 

ability. Head and shoulders, 3/4 and 

full length poses must be shown.  

 Family group must consist 

of three individuals or more. Must 

include three images with a group of 

six individuals or larger. Four images 

must be environmental portraits, 

and four images must be indoor 

portraits. The remaining two can be 

either environmental or indoor. No 

wedding/engagement portraits are 

accepted in this category.”

WOW that one is a mouthful if you 

try and read it out loud several times, 

but that is what you need to do. Read 

it to make sure the requirements are 

covered. That sounds simple, but is 

so overlooked. MAKE SURE THE 

CATEGORY REQUIREMENTS ARE 

COVERED. It is in capitals because 

it needs to be yelled! Back to the 

category…If you miss out on even one 

of the requirements your submission 

will be rejected. 

# 2  
IMAGES FOR 
ACCREDITATION CAN 
ONLY BE USED ONCE 
If you have used it in a previous 

accreditation submission it can no 

longer be used.  An image submitted 

as a salon image for Provincials or 

Nationals can be used once in an 

accreditation submission.

# 3 
VARIETY 
You must have variety in your 

submission. Prove to the judges you 

have above average skills by showing 

good variety. Your submission should 

have various lighting conditions and 

a good cross section of the subject 

matter in the chosen category. And see 

rule # 1- make sure all the submission 

requirements are taken care of.

# 4 
DODGE & BURN
Judges often see the overuse, or poor 

use of, the dodge and burn tool, or 

various software, actions etc to achieve 

that look. A helpful hint is to paste 

your image on to a white background 

mat and look at all the areas in your 

photo and see if your technique is 

uniform or overdone. You can also do 

this process on a black background 

mat to see if any areas need attention.

# 5 
OVER RETOUCHING
Be careful with retouching faces. 

Some submissions appeared to 

have overused software to retouch 

the faces and they had a “plastic” 

skin appearance. Especially on 

the men that technique and others 

can be overused and heavy on the 

application. Also the removal of the 

dark semicircle under the eyes, there 

is a natural slight darkness under 

the eye; total removal of this looks 

unnatural.

#6 
KEEP IT SIMPLE
Just because you can doesn’t always 

mean you have to! Beware of texture 

overlays and fancy borders. They can 

help or hurt an image and at times 

they distract from the image that is 

to be judged. Sometimes the KISS 

principle is best.

# 7 
Go for it and have FUN
My challenge to you is to pick a 

category and GO FOR IT. 

ACCREDITATION MISTAKES
By Tracey Harper  MPA F/PPOC-BC

I had the privilege of being one of the judges for a National 
Accreditation and thought I would comment on a few common 
mistakes that can cause an accreditation to be unaccepted. 
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OTHER QUESTIONS THAT HAVE POPPED UP

Can images taken under the 
direction of an instructor be 
used in an accreditation??  

Is there anyone I can contact that 
can “preview” my work before 
submission so that I can get their 
opinion of what I can do to make 
the images look better? 

I am very scared of putting my 
work for judging because I may 
not compare to all the others out 
there.

I submitted my work to get 
accredited, but was unsuccessful, 
does this mean I have to start all over 
again with a fresh set of images? 

I recently submitted my best work 
for accreditation and it was not 
accepted and now I’m feeling kind 
of powerless and unworthy as a 
photographer.  I feel like quitting.  
How do I deal with these feelings?

If images are rejected by a judge 
saying the images where shot same 
day, same location but diff erent 
angle.  Is there any recourse for the 
photographer to prove that they are 
diff erent?

No. Images need to show YOUR ability as a photographer, 
you have to be comfortable with all aspects of the 
photographic processes used.  If you did not have control 
of the image lighting, posing, location, etc. then it does not 
refl ect YOUR ability and may not be used.

Most PPOC members will be willing to help you out – just 
ask.  If your province offers a free accreditation review 
take advantage of it (if it doesn’t, send an email to your 
provincial president and ask them to set it up).  You can 
always call your provincial president or director and ask for 
a mentor.

Accreditation is not a competition.  Only the 10 images in 

that category are judged, they are not compared to other 

images like in salon competition.  The only way to learn 

and improve is to get feedback, ask other members for 

ideas fi rst.  You don’t learn by sitting on the sidelines, so 
send in that submission.

Please contact the Accreditation Chair, Brian Lee, (contact 

information is available on the website) and let him know 

your concerns.  PPOC is here to help and resolve issues.

Make sure you talk to someone.  PPOC members love 

to help out and support other photographers.  Reach 

out and make some connections, then you can ask for 

assistance with your submission and resubmit it.  You are 

still a photographer, perhaps just learning in that area of 

specialty. 

You will receive information on which images were 

accepted and which ones were not.  You have to resubmit 

with new images replacing the rejected ones.  Of course 

you may also decide to start over again if you wish. You 

have two years to resubmit.



 



 



 



 





 



 



 









 



 



 



 



 

















 


